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Insects (other than moths) attracted to light 
 
Prepared by Martin Harvey for BENHS workshop on 9 December 2017 
 

Although light-traps go hand-in-hand with catching and recording 
moths, a surprisingly wide range of other insects can be attracted to 
light and appear in light-traps on a regular or occasional basis. 
 
The lists below show insects recorded from light-traps of various kinds, 
mostly from southern central England but with some additions from 
elsewhere in Britain, and based on my records from the early 1990s to 
date. Nearly all are my own records, plus a few of species that I have 
identified for other moth recorders. The dataset includes 2,446 
records of 615 species. (See the final page of this document for a 
comparison with another list from Andy Musgrove.) 
 
This isn’t a rigorous survey: it represents those species that I have 
identified and recorded in a fairly ad hoc way over the years. I record 
insects in light-traps fairly regularly, but there are of course biases 
based on my taxonomic interests and abilities. Some groups that come 
to light regularly are not well-represented on this list, e.g. chironomid 
midges are missing despite their frequent abundance in light traps, 
there are few parasitic wasps, and some other groups such as muscid 
flies and water bugs are also under-represented.  
 

It’s possible there are errors in this list, e.g. where light-trapping has been erroneously recorded as a 
method for species found by day. I’ve removed the errors that I’ve found, but I might not yet have found all 
of them. I have tried to record only those species that seem to have some attraction to light, rather than 
those that have just been found by chance in or near light-traps, but this distinction is not easy to make and 
some of the species on this list with just one or a few records are probably not actually attracted to light. 
 
 
Number of records per main insect group: 
 

Group Records Species 

flies 921 279 

beetles 865 161 

caddisflies 171 38 

true bugs 148 56 

lacewings 108 22 

ants, bees, wasps 100 25 

grasshoppers, crickets 50 12 

mayflies 31 5 

earwigs 28 2 

Lepidoptera: butterflies 11 7 

sawflies 5 5 

scorpionflies 4 1 

snakeflies 2 1 

cockroaches 1 1 

dragonflies, damselflies 1 1 

 
  

Dung beetle Aphodius rufipes 
© Udo Schmidt 
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Number of records per family, for all families with at least 10 records: 
 

Group Family Records Species 

flies – craneflies Tipulidae 257 39 

flies – craneflies Limoniidae 150 38 

beetles – dung beetles Aphodiidae 129 6 

beetles – ladybirds Coccinellidae 108 11 

beetles – sexton beetles Silphidae 102 4 

caddisflies Limnephilidae 97 20 

beetles – soldier beetles Cantharidae 86 21 

beetles – ground beetles Carabidae 86 21 

beetles - chafers Melolonthidae 86 3 

lacewings Chrysopidae 79 12 

flies – hoverflies Syrphidae 72 32 

beetles – click beetles Elateridae 67 13 

flies – soldierflies Stratiomyidae 58 13 

ants, bees, wasps – social wasps Vespidae 50 3 

caddisflies Leptoceridae 49 5 

flies – dung flies Scathophagidae 48 7 

flies – dance flies Empididae 41 19 

true bugs Miridae 39 26 

true bugs Acanthosomatidae 35 2 

flies – St Mark’s flies Bibionidae 29 8 

flies – window gnats Anisopodidae 29 3 

true bugs – shieldbugs Pentatomidae 27 2 

flies – snipeflies Rhagionidae 26 7 

earwigs Forficulidae 25 1 

mayflies Ephemeridae 24 2 

beetles – weevils Curculionidae 23 11 

lacewings – brown lacewings Hemerobiidae 23 8 

beetles Tenebrionidae 23 4 

ants, bees, wasps – ants Formicidae 22 8 

beetles – longhorn beetles Cerambycidae 20 6 

flies Dolichopodidae 17 12 

flies – smail-killing flies Sciomyzidae 17 7 

ants, bees, wasps – parasitic wasps Ichneumonidae 16 5 

beetles – water scavenger beetles Hydrophilidae 15 8 

beetles – water beetles Dytiscidae 15 5 

flies Opomyzidae 15 3 

grasshoppers, crickets – bush-crickets Tettigoniidae 15 3 

flies Tephritidae 14 10 

flies – winter gnats Trichoceridae 14 5 

true bugs Corixidae 13 5 

beetles – stag beetles Lucanidae 13 2 

beetles – glow-worm Lampyridae 13 1 

true bugs – leafhoppers Cicadellidae 12 7 

flies Muscidae 12 7 

flies – robberflies Asilidae 12 6 

beetles – rove beetles Staphylinidae 11 7 

flies – craneflies Pediciidae 11 4 

beetles Dasytidae 11 1 

beetles – leaf beetles Chrysomelidae 10 9 

flies Tachinidae 10 8 

caddisflies Phryganeidae 10 3 

grasshoppers, crickets – bush-crickets Meconematidae 10 1 

 
  



Insects in light-traps 

Page 3 of 14 

Number of records per species: 
NB that there are species missing from this list that are well-known from light-traps, such as the Western Conifer Seed-bug 
(Leptoglossus occidentalis) that is now quite widespread in Britain, but has not yet made its way into one of my traps! 
 

Group Family Species English name Status Records 

beetles Aphodiidae Aphodius rufipes a dung beetle  113 

beetles Melolonthidae Melolontha melolontha Common 
Cockchafer 

 71 

beetles Coccinellidae Halyzia sedecimguttata Orange Ladybird  58 

beetles Silphidae Nicrophorus humator Black Sexton Beetle  56 

flies Limoniidae Rhipidia maculata a cranefly  53 

flies Scathophagidae Scathophaga stercoraria Yellow Dung-fly  42 

caddisflies Leptoceridae Mystacides longicornis a caddisfly  39 

lacewings Chrysopidae Chrysoperla carnea agg. a lacewing  32 

beetles Cantharidae Rhagonycha fulva Common Red 
Soldier-beetle 

 29 

true bugs Acanthosomatidae Elasmostethus interstinctus Birch Shieldbug  28 

flies Tipulidae Tipula paludosa a cranefly  27 

flies Anisopodidae Sylvicola punctatus a window gnat  26 

true bugs Pentatomidae Pentatoma rufipes Forest Shieldbug  26 

earwigs Forficulidae Forficula auricularia Common Earwig  25 

ants, bees, wasps Vespidae Vespa crabro The Hornet  24 

beetles Elateridae Melanotus 
castanipes/villosus 

a click beetle  24 

beetles Silphidae Necrodes littoralis Shore Sexton Beetle  24 

flies Tipulidae Nephrotoma appendiculata a cranefly  24 

flies Tipulidae Nephrotoma flavescens a cranefly  23 

mayflies Ephemeridae Ephemera lineata a mayfly Nationally Scarce; 
Vulnerable 

23 

ants, bees, wasps Vespidae Vespula vulgaris Common Wasp  22 

beetles Carabidae Bradycellus verbasci a ground beetle  22 

beetles Elateridae Stenagostus rhombeus a click beetle  21 

beetles Silphidae Nicrophorus investigator a sexton beetle  19 

caddisflies Limnephilidae Glyphotaelius pellucidus a caddisfly  19 

flies Limoniidae Limonia nubeculosa a cranefly  19 

caddisflies Limnephilidae Limnephilus lunatus a caddisfly  18 

flies Stratiomyidae Microchrysa polita Black-horned Gem  16 

flies Tipulidae Tipula cava a cranefly  16 

flies Tipulidae Tipula fascipennis a cranefly  15 

flies Tipulidae Tipula oleracea a cranefly  15 

beetles Tenebrionidae Lagria hirta a beetle  14 

beetles Lampyridae Lampyris noctiluca Glow-worm  14 

flies Tipulidae Tipula pagana a cranefly  14 

flies Tipulidae Tipula lateralis a cranefly  13 

flies Tipulidae Tipula vernalis a cranefly  13 

beetles Aphodiidae Aphodius rufus a dung beetle  12 

beetles Coccinellidae Harmonia axyridis Harlequin Ladybird  12 

beetles Carabidae Harpalus rufipes Strawberry Seed 
Beetle 

 12 

grasshoppers, 
crickets 

Tettigoniidae Pholidoptera griseoaptera Dark Bush Cricket  12 

beetles Dasytidae Dasytes aeratus a beetle  11 

flies Rhagionidae Rhagio lineola Small Fleck-winged 
Snipefly 

 11 

flies Tipulidae Tipula fulvipennis   11 

grasshoppers, 
crickets 

Meconematidae Meconema thalassinum Oak Bush Cricket  11 

beetles Cerambycidae Arhopalus rusticus   10 

beetles Carabidae Ophonus ardosiacus   10 

caddisflies Limnephilidae Limnephilus auricula   10 

flies Tipulidae Tipula maxima   10 

beetles Melolonthidae Amphimallon solstitiale Summer Chafer  9 

beetles Cantharidae Cantharis pellucida   9 
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Group Family Species English name Status Records 

beetles Coccinellidae Coccinella septempunctata 7-spot Ladybird  9 

beetles Lucanidae Dorcus parallelipipedus Lesser Stag Beetle  9 

flies Bibionidae Bibio marci   9 

flies Limoniidae Cheilotrichia cinerascens   9 

flies Bibionidae Dilophus febrilis   9 

flies Syrphidae Episyrphus balteatus   9 

flies Opomyzidae Opomyza florum   9 

flies Trichoceridae Trichocera annulata   9 

grasshoppers, 
crickets 

Tetrigidae Tetrix undulata Common Ground 
Hopper 

 9 

ants, bees, wasps Ichneumonidae Ophion obscuratus a parasitic wasp  8 

beetles Cantharidae Cantharis cryptica   8 

beetles Dytiscidae Ilybius fuliginosus   8 

beetles Melolonthidae Serica brunnea Brown Chafer  8 

flies Limoniidae Austrolimnophila ochracea   8 

flies Stratiomyidae Beris chalybata Murky-legged Black 
Legionnaire 

 8 

flies Syrphidae Melanostoma scalare   8 

flies Tipulidae Tipula helvola  Nationally Scarce 8 

lacewings Chrysopidae Cunctochrysa albolineata   8 

beetles Cantharidae Cantharis decipiens   7 

beetles Hydrophilidae Hydrobius fuscipes   7 

beetles Bolboceratidae Odonteus armiger  Nationally Scarce (Na) 7 

beetles Oedemeridae Oedemera femoralis  Nationally Scarce 7 

beetles Coccinellidae Propylea 
quattuordecimpunctata 

14-spot Ladybird  7 

caddisflies Limnephilidae Limnephilus flavicornis   7 

caddisflies Limnephilidae Limnephilus marmoratus   7 

flies Lonchopteridae Lonchoptera lutea   7 

flies Tipulidae Nephrotoma quadrifaria   7 

flies Pediciidae Pedicia rivosa   7 

flies Rhagionidae Rhagio tringarius Marsh Snipefly  7 

flies Tipulidae Tipula lunata   7 

lacewings Chrysopidae Nineta flava   7 

lacewings Chrysopidae Nineta vittata   7 

true bugs Acanthosomatidae Acanthosoma 
haemorrhoidale 

  7 

true bugs Aphrophoridae Aphrophora alni   7 

ants, bees, wasps Formicidae Myrmica ruginodis an ant  6 

beetles Coccinellidae Adalia decempunctata 10-spot Ladybird  6 

beetles Coccinellidae Anatis ocellata Eyed Ladybird  6 

beetles Heteroceridae Heterocerus fenestratus   6 

caddisflies Limnephilidae Stenophylax permistus   6 

flies Tipulidae Ctenophora ornata  Red Data Book: 
Endangered 

6 

flies Empididae Empis scutellata   6 

flies Empididae Empis trigramma   6 

flies Stratiomyidae Microchrysa flavicornis Green Gem  6 

flies Stratiomyidae Pachygaster leachii Yellow-legged Black  6 

flies Syrphidae Platycheirus clypeatus   6 

flies Tipulidae Tipula scripta   6 

grasshoppers, 
crickets 

Phaneropteridae Leptophyes punctatissima Speckled Bush 
Cricket 

 6 

lacewings Chrysopidae Dichochrysa ventralis   6 

lacewings Hemerobiidae Hemerobius humulinus   6 

lacewings Hemerobiidae Micromus paganus   6 

true bugs Corixidae Callicorixa praeusta   6 

ants, bees, wasps Formicidae Lasius fuliginosus an ant  5 

ants, bees, wasps Ichneumonidae Ophion scutellaris an ichneumon  5 

ants, bees, wasps Vespidae Vespula germanica German Wasp  5 

beetles Carabidae Amara apricaria   5 

beetles Curculionidae Barynotus obscurus Ground Weevil  5 
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Group Family Species English name Status Records 

beetles Coccinellidae Calvia quattuordecimguttata Cream-spot 
Ladybird 

 5 

beetles Cantharidae Cantharis rufa   5 

beetles Curculionidae Curculio glandium Acorn Weevil  5 

beetles Carabidae Curtonotus aulicus   5 

beetles Geotrupidae Geotrupes spiniger   5 

beetles Tenebrionidae Prionychus ater   5 

beetles Cantharidae Rhagonycha lignosa   5 

caddisflies Limnephilidae Halesus radiatus a caddisfly  5 

caddisflies Limnephilidae Limnephilus affinis   5 

caddisflies Leptoceridae Oecetis ochracea   5 

caddisflies Phryganeidae Phryganea grandis   5 

flies Stratiomyidae Chloromyia formosa Broad Centurion  5 

flies Limoniidae Dicranomyia chorea   5 

flies Limoniidae Dicranomyia modesta   5 

flies Bibionidae Dilophus femoratus   5 

flies Asilidae Leptogaster cylindrica   5 

flies Sciomyzidae Limnia unguicornis   5 

flies Keroplatidae Macrocera phalerata   5 

flies Syrphidae Melanostoma mellinum   5 

flies Opomyzidae Opomyza germinationis   5 

flies Pallopteridae Palloptera quinquemaculata   5 

flies Tipulidae Tipula confusa   5 

flies Tipulidae Tipula obsoleta   5 

lacewings Chrysopidae Chrysopidia ciliata   5 

lacewings Chrysopidae Dichochrysa prasina   5 

lacewings Sisyridae Sisyra fuscata   5 

mayflies Baetidae Cloeon dipterum   5 

scorpionflies Panorpidae Panorpa germanica   5 

ants, bees, wasps Formicidae Lasius umbratus an ant  4 

beetles Elateridae Athous bicolor   4 

beetles Elateridae Athous haemorrhoidalis   4 

beetles Cantharidae Cantharis nigricans   4 

beetles Curculionidae Curculio venosus   4 

beetles Carabidae Dromius quadrimaculatus   4 

beetles Dytiscidae Ilybius ater   4 

beetles Lucanidae Lucanus cervus Stag Beetle Nationally Scarce (Nb); 
Section 41 Priority Species 

4 

beetles Staphylinidae Ocypus olens Devil's Coach-horse  4 

beetles Cerambycidae Phymatodes testaceus Tanbark Borer  4 

beetles Carabidae Pterostichus madidus   4 

caddisflies Hydropsychidae Hydropsyche pellucidula   4 

caddisflies Limnephilidae Potamophylax cingulatus   4 

flies Stratiomyidae Chorisops tibialis Dull Four-spined 
Legionnaire 

 4 

flies Empididae Empis nuntia   4 

flies Limoniidae Euphylidorea dispar   4 

flies Limoniidae Limonia phragmitidis   4 

flies Asilidae Machimus atricapillus   4 

flies Muscidae Mesembrina meridiana   4 

flies Tipulidae Nephrotoma flavipalpis   4 

flies Syrphidae Platycheirus albimanus   4 

flies Rhagionidae Rhagio scolopaceus Downlooker 
Snipefly 

 4 

flies Stratiomyidae Sargus bipunctatus   4 

flies Syrphidae Sphaerophoria scripta   4 

flies Tipulidae Tipula rufina   4 

flies Tipulidae Tipula varipennis   4 

flies Sciomyzidae Trypetoptera punctulata   4 

lacewings Chrysopidae Dichochrysa flavifrons   4 

lacewings Hemerobiidae Micromus variegatus   4 
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Group Family Species English name Status Records 

Lepidoptera: 
butterflies 

Nymphalidae Inachis io Peacock  4 

true bugs Cicadellidae Ledra aurita   4 

true bugs Miridae Stenotus binotatus   4 

beetles Cantharidae Cantharis rustica   3 

beetles Elateridae Dalopius marginatus   3 

beetles Coccinellidae Harmonia quadripunctata 4-spot Ladybird  3 

beetles Silphidae Nicrophorus vespillo Common Burying 
Beetle 

 3 

beetles Trogidae Trox scaber   3 

caddisflies Phryganeidae Agrypnia varia   3 

caddisflies Limnephilidae Grammotaulius 
nigropunctatus 

  3 

caddisflies Limnephilidae Halesus digitatus   3 

caddisflies Leptoceridae Mystacides azurea   3 

earwigs Spongiphoridae Labia minor Lesser Earwig  3 

flies Tephritidae Anomoia purmunda   3 

flies Stratiomyidae Beris vallata   3 

flies Lauxaniidae Calliopum simillimum   3 

flies Cylindrotomidae Cylindrotoma distinctissima   3 

flies Dolichopodidae Dolichopus wahlbergi   3 

flies Empididae Empis livida   3 

flies Empididae Empis tessellata   3 

flies Limoniidae Epiphragma ocellare   3 

flies Limoniidae Erioptera lutea   3 

flies Syrphidae Eristalis tenax   3 

flies Limoniidae Ilisia maculata   3 

flies Dryomyzidae Neuroctena anilis   3 

flies Sciomyzidae Pherbellia cinerella   3 

flies Limoniidae Phylidorea ferruginea   3 

flies Calliphoridae Pollenia angustigena   3 

flies Calliphoridae Pollenia rudis   3 

flies Syrphidae Syrphus ribesii   3 

flies Syrphidae Syrphus vitripennis   3 

flies Heleomyzidae Tephrochlamys rufiventris   3 

flies Tipulidae Tipula submarmorata   3 

grasshoppers, 
crickets 

Acrididae Chorthippus brunneus Common Field 
Grasshopper 

 3 

grasshoppers, 
crickets 

Acrididae Chorthippus parallelus Meadow 
Grasshopper 

 3 

lacewings Hemerobiidae Hemerobius lutescens   3 

lacewings Chrysopidae Nothochrysa capitata   3 

Lepidoptera: 
butterflies 

Lycaenidae Neozephyrus quercus Purple Hairstreak  3 

true bugs Miridae Dryophilocoris 
flavoquadrimaculatus 

  3 

true bugs Corixidae Hesperocorixa sahlbergi   3 

true bugs Corixidae Sigara lateralis   3 

true bugs Miridae Stenodema calcarata   3 

ants, bees, wasps Cynipidae Biorhiza pallida f. agamic a gall wasp  2 

ants, bees, wasps Apidae Bombus hortorum Small Garden 
Bumble Bee 

 2 

ants, bees, wasps Apidae Bombus pascuorum Common Carder 
Bee 

 2 

ants, bees, wasps Formicidae Lasius brunneus an ant Nationally Scarce (Na) 2 

ants, bees, wasps Formicidae Myrmica scabrinodis an ant  2 

beetles Carabidae Agonum emarginatum   2 

beetles Elateridae Agriotes lineatus   2 

beetles Aphodiidae Aphodius prodromus a dung beetle  2 

beetles Elateridae Athous campyloides  Nationally Scarce (Nb) 2 

beetles Carabidae Bembidion guttula   2 

beetles Cantharidae Cantharis livida   2 
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Group Family Species English name Status Records 

beetles Hydrophilidae Cercyon marinus   2 

beetles Hydrophilidae Cercyon quisquilius   2 

beetles Melandryidae Conopalpus testaceus   2 

beetles Elateridae Denticollis linearis   2 

beetles Cerambycidae Grammoptera ruficornis   2 

beetles Curculionidae Liophloeus tessulatus   2 

beetles Staphylinidae Lithocharis nigriceps a rove beetle  2 

beetles Chrysomelidae Luperus longicornis   2 

beetles Cantharidae Malthinus flaveolus   2 

beetles Cantharidae Malthodes minimus   2 

beetles Tenebrionidae Nalassus laevioctostriatus   2 

beetles Carabidae Notiophilus biguttatus   2 

beetles Anthicidae Omonadus floralis   2 

beetles Carabidae Ophonus puncticeps   2 

beetles Curculionidae Otiorhynchus sulcatus Vine Weevil  2 

beetles Cerambycidae Prionus coriarius Sawyer Beetle Nationally Scarce (Na) 2 

beetles Pyrochroidae Pyrochroa coccinea Black-headed 
Cardinal Beetle 

 2 

beetles Cantharidae Rhagonycha lutea  Nationally Scarce 2 

beetles Cerambycidae Rutpela maculata   2 

beetles Carabidae Stenolophus mixtus   2 

beetles Coccinellidae Subcoccinella 
vigintiquattuorpunctata 

24-spot Ladybird  2 

beetles Tenebrionidae Tenebrio molitor Mealworm Beetle  2 

caddisflies Psychomyiidae Lype phaeopa a caddisfly  2 

caddisflies Limnephilidae Micropterna lateralis   2 

caddisflies Phryganeidae Phryganea bipunctata   2 

caddisflies Polycentropodidae Polycentropus 
flavomaculatus 

  2 

cockroaches Blattellidae Ectobius lapponicus Dusky cockroach Nationally Scarce 2 

flies Bibionidae Bibio venosus   2 

flies Tabanidae Chrysops caecutiens   2 

flies Syrphidae Chrysotoxum bicinctum   2 

flies Empididae Clinocera stagnalis   2 

flies Culicidae Culex pipiens   2 

flies Tachinidae Cyzenis albicans   2 

flies Limoniidae Dicranomyia sericata   2 

flies Dixidae Dixella serotina a fly  2 

flies Dolichopodidae Dolichopus plumipes   2 

flies Empididae Empis chioptera   2 

flies Empididae Empis praevia a dance fly  2 

flies Tachinidae Eriothrix rufomaculata   2 

flies Syrphidae Eristalis pertinax   2 

flies Syrphidae Eupeodes latifasciatus a hoverfly  2 

flies Sciomyzidae Euthycera fumigata   2 

flies Tabanidae Haematopota pluvialis   2 

flies Limoniidae Helius flavus   2 

flies Dolichopodidae Hydrophorus litoreus  Nationally Scarce 2 

flies Hippoboscidae Lipoptena cervi   2 

flies Lonchopteridae Lonchoptera bifurcata   2 

flies Limoniidae Molophilus appendiculatus   2 

flies Tipulidae Nephrotoma cornicina   2 

flies Ulidiidae Otites guttatus   2 

flies Stratiomyidae Pachygaster atra   2 

flies Rhinophoridae Paykullia maculata   2 

flies Muscidae Phaonia subventa a fly  2 

flies Limoniidae Phylidorea fulvonervosa   2 

flies Syrphidae Platycheirus peltatus   2 

flies Keroplatidae Platyura marginata   2 

flies Muscidae Polietes lardarius   2 

flies Psilidae Psila merdaria   2 

flies Rhagionidae Ptiolina obscura  Nationally Scarce 2 
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flies Empididae Rhamphomyia pilifer   2 

flies Empididae Rhamphomyia 
subcinerascens 

  2 

flies Lauxaniidae Sapromyza sexpunctata   2 

flies Dolichopodidae Sciapus platypterus   2 

flies Ephydridae Setacera aurata   2 

flies Anisopodidae Sylvicola fenestralis a window gnat  2 

flies Limoniidae Symplecta stictica   2 

flies Tabanidae Tabanus bromius Band-eyed Brown 
Horsefly 

 2 

flies Tephritidae Tephritis formosa   2 

flies Tephritidae Terellia tussilaginis   2 

flies Tipulidae Tipula flavolineata   2 

flies Tipulidae Tipula livida  Nationally Scarce 2 

flies Tipulidae Tipula peliostigma  Nationally Scarce 2 

flies Tipulidae Tipula selene  Red Data Book: Rare 2 

flies Trichoceridae Trichocera saltator   2 

flies Pediciidae Tricyphona immaculata   2 

flies Syrphidae Volucella pellucens   2 

grasshoppers, 
crickets 

Acrididae Omocestus rufipes Woodland 
Grasshopper 

 2 

grasshoppers, 
crickets 

Tettigoniidae Tettigonia viridissima Great Green Bush 
Cricket 

 2 

lacewings Chrysopidae Chrysopa perla   2 

lacewings Chrysopidae Chrysoperla pallida   2 

lacewings Hemerobiidae Drepanepteryx phalaenoides   2 

lacewings Hemerobiidae Hemerobius micans   2 

snakeflies Raphidiidae Atlantoraphidia maculicollis   2 

true bugs Miridae Adelphocoris lineolatus   2 

true bugs Miridae Calocoris striatellus   2 

true bugs Cicadellidae Cicadella viridis   2 

true bugs Miridae Cyllecoris histrionius   2 

true bugs Cicadellidae Evacanthus interruptus a leafhopper  2 

true bugs Miridae Harpocera thoracica   2 

true bugs Cicadellidae Iassus lanio   2 

true bugs Lygaeidae Kleidocerys resedae   2 

true bugs Miridae Oncotylus viridiflavus   2 

true bugs Aphrophoridae Philaenus spumarius   2 

true bugs Miridae Phytocoris varipes   2 

ants, bees, wasps Apidae Bombus hypnorum a bumblebee  1 

ants, bees, wasps Apidae Bombus lucorum sens. lat. White-tailed 
Bumble Bee 

 1 

ants, bees, wasps Apidae Bombus terrestris Buff-tailed Bumble 
Bee 

 1 

ants, bees, wasps Ichneumonidae Enicospilus combustus an ichneumon  1 

ants, bees, wasps Formicidae Formica rufa an ant  1 

ants, bees, wasps Halictidae Lasioglossum calceatum Slender Mining Bee  1 

ants, bees, wasps Halictidae Lasioglossum fulvicorne a mining bee  1 

ants, bees, wasps Formicidae Lasius mixtus an ant  1 

ants, bees, wasps Formicidae Lasius niger sens. lat. an ant  1 

ants, bees, wasps Ichneumonidae Ophion luteus a parasitic wasp  1 

ants, bees, wasps Ichneumonidae Stauropoctonus 
bombycivorus 

an ichneumon  1 

ants, bees, wasps Tiphiidae Tiphia femorata a solitary wasp  1 

beetles Carabidae Acupalpus dubius   1 

beetles Coccinellidae Adalia bipunctata 2-spot Ladybird  1 

beetles Elateridae Agriotes pallidulus   1 

beetles Elateridae Agriotes sputator   1 

beetles Elateridae Agrypnus murinus   1 

beetles Curculionidae Amalus scortillum   1 

beetles Carabidae Amara bifrons   1 

beetles Carabidae Amara similata a ground beetle  1 



Insects in light-traps 

Page 9 of 14 

Group Family Species English name Status Records 

beetles Scraptiidae Anaspis frontalis   1 

beetles Scraptiidae Anaspis maculata   1 

beetles Coccinellidae Aphidecta obliterata Larch Ladybird  1 

beetles Aphodiidae Aphodius granarius a dung beetle  1 

beetles Aphodiidae Aphodius ictericus   1 

beetles Aphodiidae Aphodius sticticus a dung beetle  1 

beetles Cryptophagidae Atomaria lewisi a beetle  1 

beetles Zopheridae Aulonium trisulcus   1 

beetles Carabidae Bradycellus harpalinus a ground beetle  1 

beetles Chrysomelidae Bruchus rufimanus Bean Seed Beetle  1 

beetles Byrrhidae Byrrhus pilula Pill Beetle  1 

beetles Cantharidae Cantharis lateralis   1 

beetles Cantharidae Cantharis nigra   1 

beetles Cantharidae Cantharis pallida   1 

beetles Cantharidae Cantharis thoracica   1 

beetles Carabidae Carabus nemoralis   1 

beetles Carabidae Carabus problematicus a ground beetle  1 

beetles Hydrophilidae Cercyon bifenestratus  Nationally Scarce 1 

beetles Hydrophilidae Cercyon lateralis   1 

beetles Chrysomelidae Chrysolina staphylaea   1 

beetles Dytiscidae Colymbetes fuscus   1 

beetles Malachiidae Cordylepherus viridis   1 

beetles Chrysomelidae Cryptocephalus fulvus   1 

beetles Carabidae Cychrus caraboides   1 

beetles Staphylinidae Deleaster dichrous  Nationally Scarce (Nb) 1 

beetles Curculionidae Dorytomus longimanus   1 

beetles Endomychidae Endomychus coccineus   1 

beetles Hydrophilidae Enochrus melanocephalus a water beetle  1 

beetles Hydrophilidae Enochrus quadripunctatus  Nationally Scarce 1 

beetles Cryptophagidae Ephistemus globulus a beetle  1 

beetles Geotrupidae Geotrupes stercorarius Dor Beetle  1 

beetles Gyrinidae Gyrinus substriatus   1 

beetles Tetratomidae Hallomenus binotatus  Nationally Scarce 1 

beetles Hydrophilidae Helophorus brevipalpis   1 

beetles Elateridae Hemicrepidius hirtus   1 

beetles Rutelidae Hoplia philanthus Welsh Chafer  1 

beetles Dytiscidae Hydroporus angustatus a water beetle  1 

beetles Dytiscidae Hygrotus confluens   1 

beetles Chrysomelidae Lochmaea suturalis Heather Beetle  1 

beetles Chrysomelidae Longitarsus melanocephalus   1 

beetles Carabidae Loricera pilicornis   1 

beetles Cantharidae Malthodes marginatus   1 

beetles Elateridae Melanotus villosus sens. str.   1 

beetles Monotomidae Monotoma picipes a beetle  1 

beetles Anthicidae Notoxus monoceros Monoceros Beetle  1 

beetles Staphylinidae Omalium caesum a rove beetle  1 

beetles Carabidae Ophonus rufibarbis   1 

beetles Chrysomelidae Orsodacne cerasi a leaf beetle Nationally Scarce 1 

beetles Chrysomelidae Oulema melanopus sens. lat.   1 

beetles Staphylinidae Oxytelus laqueatus   1 

beetles Staphylinidae Oxytelus sculptus   1 

beetles Staphylinidae Paederus riparius   1 

beetles Curculionidae Parethelcus pollinarius   1 

beetles Carabidae Perigona nigriceps a ground beetle  1 

beetles Curculionidae Phyllobius pyri Common Leaf 
Weevil 

 1 

beetles Cantharidae Podabrus alpinus a soldier beetle  1 

beetles Cerambycidae Pogonocherus hispidulus   1 

beetles Carabidae Pterostichus strenuus   1 

beetles Anobiidae Ptinus sexpunctatus  Nationally Scarce (Nb) 1 

beetles Cantharidae Rhagonycha limbata   1 

beetles Cantharidae Rhagonycha testacea a soldier beetle  1 
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beetles Cantharidae Rhagonycha translucida  Nationally Scarce 1 

beetles Curculionidae Sciaphilus asperatus Strawberry Root 
Weevil 

 1 

beetles Chrysomelidae Sermylassa halensis a leaf beetle  1 

beetles Curculionidae Sitona lineatus Pea-leaf Weevil  1 

beetles Nitidulidae Soronia punctatissima   1 

beetles Anthicidae Stricticollis tobias   1 

beetles Cleridae Tillus elongatus a beetle Nationally Scarce 1 

butterflies Nymphalidae Aphantopus hyperantus Ringlet  1 

butterflies Nymphalidae Melanargia galathea Marbled White  1 

butterflies Pieridae Pieris napi Green-veined White  1 

butterflies Nymphalidae Polygonia c-album Comma  1 

butterflies Hesperiidae Thymelicus sylvestris Small Skipper  1 

caddisflies Limnephilidae Anabolia nervosa   1 

caddisflies Apataniidae Apatania muliebris   1 

caddisflies Leptoceridae Athripsodes cinereus   1 

caddisflies Leptoceridae Ceraclea dissimilis   1 

caddisflies Hydropsychidae Cheumatopsyche lepida a caddisfly  1 

caddisflies Hydropsychidae Hydropsyche angustipennis a caddisfly  1 

caddisflies Hydropsychidae Hydropsyche siltalai   1 

caddisflies Limnephilidae Limnephilus binotatus  Nationally Scarce 1 

caddisflies Limnephilidae Limnephilus coenosus   1 

caddisflies Limnephilidae Limnephilus decipiens   1 

caddisflies Limnephilidae Limnephilus griseus  Nationally Scarce 1 

caddisflies Limnephilidae Limnephilus incisus a caddisfly  1 

caddisflies Limnephilidae Micropterna sequax a caddisfly  1 

caddisflies Molannidae Molanna angustata   1 

caddisflies Polycentropodidae Plectrocnemia conspersa   1 

caddisflies Goeridae Silo nigricornis   1 

caddisflies Limnephilidae Stenophylax vibex a caddisfly Nationally Scarce 1 

dragonflies, 
damselflies 

Coenagrionidae Enallagma cyathigerum Common Blue 
Damselfly 

 1 

flies Anthomyzidae Anthomyza collini   1 

flies Limoniidae Antocha vitripennis a cranefly  1 

flies Stratiomyidae Beris morrisii   1 

flies Bibionidae Bibio clavipes   1 

flies Bibionidae Bibio pomonae   1 

flies Bibionidae Bibio reticulatus a st mark's fly  1 

flies Hybotidae Bicellaria vana   1 

flies Drosophilidae Cacoxenus indagator   1 

flies Lauxaniidae Calliopum aeneum   1 

flies Calliphoridae Calliphora vicina Common Bluebottle  1 

flies Dolichopodidae Campsicnemus curvipes   1 

flies Dolichopodidae Campsicnemus loripes   1 

flies Dolichopodidae Campsicnemus pumilio  Nationally Scarce 1 

flies Pipunculidae Cephalops varipes a fly  1 

flies Tephritidae Chaetorellia jaceae   1 

flies Syrphidae Cheilosia griseiventris   1 

flies Syrphidae Cheilosia vernalis   1 

flies Stratiomyidae Chorisops nagatomii  Nationally Scarce 1 

flies Rhagionidae Chrysopilus asiliformis   1 

flies Rhagionidae Chrysopilus cristatus   1 

flies Muscidae Coenosia femoralis   1 

flies Sciomyzidae Coremacera marginata   1 

flies Limoniidae Dicranomyia autumnalis   1 

flies Limoniidae Dicranomyia mitis   1 

flies Limoniidae Dicranophragma nemorale   1 

flies Limoniidae Dicranophragma separatum a cranefly  1 

flies Tipulidae Dictenidia bimaculata   1 

flies Bibionidae Dilophus humeralis   1 

flies Asilidae Dioctria baumhaueri   1 

flies Asilidae Dioctria linearis   1 



Insects in light-traps 

Page 11 of 14 

Group Family Species English name Status Records 

flies Empididae Dolichocephala 
oblongoguttata 

a dance fly  1 

flies Dolichopodidae Dolichopus festivus   1 

flies Dolichopodidae Dolichopus latilimbatus   1 

flies Pipunculidae Dorylomorpha confusa   1 

flies Limoniidae Eloeophila maculata   1 

flies Empididae Empis lutea a dance fly  1 

flies Empididae Empis nigripes   1 

flies Empididae Empis picipes a dance fly  1 

flies Empididae Empis stercorea   1 

flies Limoniidae Erioptera pilipes a cranefly  1 

flies Syrphidae Eristalis arbustorum   1 

flies Syrphidae Eristalis nemorum   1 

flies Tachinidae Estheria cristata   1 

flies Syrphidae Eupeodes corollae   1 

flies Limoniidae Euphylidorea lineola   1 

flies Limoniidae Euphylidorea meigenii a cranefly  1 

flies Hybotidae Euthyneura gyllenhali a fly  1 

flies Fanniidae Fannia lustrator a fly  1 

flies Fanniidae Fannia postica   1 

flies Opomyzidae Geomyza tripunctata   1 

flies Muscidae Helina evecta   1 

flies Ulidiidae Herina lugubris   1 

flies Ulidiidae Herina nigrina   1 

flies Heleomyzidae Heteromyza oculata   1 

flies Ephydridae Hydrellia maura   1 

flies Scathophagidae Hydromyza livens   1 

flies Dolichopodidae Hydrophorus praecox  Nationally Scarce 1 

flies Limoniidae Ilisia occoecata   1 

flies Asilidae Leptarthrus vitripennis  Nationally Rare 1 

flies Limoniidae Limonia flavipes a cranefly  1 

flies Limoniidae Limonia nigropunctata   1 

flies Muscidae Lispe tentaculata   1 

flies Tachinidae Lydella stabulans   1 

flies Tachinidae Medina collaris   1 

flies Calliphoridae Melanomya nana   1 

flies Calliphoridae Melinda viridicyanea   1 

flies Syrphidae Meliscaeva auricollis a hoverfly  1 

flies Limoniidae Metalimnobia bifasciata   1 

flies Stratiomyidae Microchrysa cyaneiventris   1 

flies Limoniidae Molophilus griseus a cranefly  1 

flies Limoniidae Molophilus medius   1 

flies Limoniidae Molophilus obscurus   1 

flies Limoniidae Molophilus occultus   1 

flies Limoniidae Molophilus ochraceus   1 

flies Syrphidae Myathropa florea   1 

flies Asilidae Neoitamus cyanurus   1 

flies Heleomyzidae Neoleria propinqua  Nationally Scarce 1 

flies Limoniidae Neolimnomyia nemoralis   1 

flies Pipunculidae Nephrocerus flavicornis a fly  1 

flies Tipulidae Nephrotoma scurra   1 

flies Micropezidae Neria commutata   1 

flies Dolichopodidae Neurigona quadrifasciata a fly Nationally Scarce 1 

flies Tephritidae Noeeta pupillata   1 

flies Scathophagidae Norellisoma spinimanum   1 

flies Pallopteridae Palloptera umbellatarum   1 

flies Syrphidae Paragus haemorrhous   1 

flies Syrphidae Parasyrphus punctulatus   1 

flies Pediciidae Pedicia immaculata a cranefly  1 

flies Lauxaniidae Peplomyza litura   1 

flies Tachinidae Phasia hemiptera   1 

flies Tephritidae Philophylla caesio   1 
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flies Tachinidae Phryxe nemea a fly  1 

flies Ulidiidae Physiphora alceae   1 

flies Conopidae Physocephala rufipes   1 

flies Syrphidae Platycheirus angustatus   1 

flies Syrphidae Platycheirus manicatus   1 

flies Syrphidae Platycheirus occultus   1 

flies Syrphidae Platycheirus scutatus   1 

flies Platypezidae Platypeza aterrima   1 

flies Muscidae Polietes domitor   1 

flies Lauxaniidae Pseudolyciella stylata   1 

flies Ptychopteridae Ptychoptera lacustris   1 

flies Tachinidae Ramonda spathulata   1 

flies Rhagionidae Rhagio strigosus  Nationally Rare; Near 
Threatened 

1 

flies Empididae Rhamphomyia albohirta a dance fly  1 

flies Empididae Rhamphomyia atra a dance fly  1 

flies Empididae Rhamphomyia crassirostris   1 

flies Empididae Rhamphomyia sulcata   1 

flies Syrphidae Rhingia campestris   1 

flies Rhinophoridae Rhinophora lepida   1 

flies Limoniidae Rhipidia uniseriata a cranefly Red Data Book: Rare 1 

flies Stratiomyidae Sargus flavipes Yellow-legged 
Centurion 

 1 

flies Syrphidae Scaeva pyrastri   1 

flies Scathophagidae Scathophaga furcata a dung-fly  1 

flies Scathophagidae Scathophaga inquinata   1 

flies Scathophagidae Scathophaga suilla a dung-fly  1 

flies Dolichopodidae Scellus notatus   1 

flies Sciomyzidae Sepedon spinipes   1 

flies Syrphidae Sphaerophoria taeniata   1 

flies Anisopodidae Sylvicola cinctus   1 

flies Limoniidae Symplecta hybrida   1 

flies Syrphidae Syritta pipiens   1 

flies Tephritidae Tephritis neesii   1 

flies Tephritidae Terellia ruficauda   1 

flies Sciomyzidae Tetanocera elata a snail-killing fly  1 

flies Conopidae Thecophora atra a fly  1 

flies Tipulidae Tipula alpium   1 

flies Tipulidae Tipula hortorum a cranefly Red Data Book: Rare 1 

flies Tipulidae Tipula irrorata   1 

flies Tipulidae Tipula melanoceros   1 

flies Tipulidae Tipula pabulina   1 

flies Tipulidae Tipula pruinosa   1 

flies Tipulidae Tipula signata   1 

flies Tipulidae Tipula subcunctans a cranefly  1 

flies Tipulidae Tipula unca   1 

flies Tipulidae Tipula yerburyi  Nationally Scarce 1 

flies Trichoceridae Trichocera hiemalis   1 

flies Trichoceridae Trichocera major   1 

flies Trichoceridae Trichocera regelationis a winter gnat  1 

flies Lauxaniidae Tricholauxania praeusta   1 

flies Scathophagidae Trichopalpus fraternus   1 

flies Pediciidae Ula sylvatica a cranefly  1 

flies Tephritidae Urophora cardui   1 

flies Tephritidae Urophora quadrifasciata   1 

flies Syrphidae Xylota segnis a hoverfly  1 

grasshoppers, 
crickets 

Tettigoniidae Metrioptera roeselii Roesel's Bush 
Cricket 

 1 

grasshoppers, 
crickets 

Acrididae Myrmeleotettix maculatus Mottled 
Grasshopper 

 1 

grasshoppers, 
crickets 

Gryllidae Nemobius sylvestris Wood Cricket Nationally Scarce 1 
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grasshoppers, 
crickets 

Tetrigidae Tetrix subulata Slender Ground-
hopper 

 1 

lacewings Chrysopidae Chrysoperla lucasina   1 

lacewings Sisyridae Sisyra terminalis  Nationally Scarce 1 

lacewings Hemerobiidae Sympherobius pellucidus   1 

lacewings Hemerobiidae Wesmaelius nervosus   1 

mayflies Ameletidae Ameletus inopinatus Upland Summer 
Mayfly 

Nationally Scarce 1 

mayflies Ephemeridae Ephemera danica Green Drake  1 

mayflies Ephemerellidae Serratella ignita Blue-winged Olive  1 

sawflies Tenthredinidae Athalia cordata a sawfly  1 

sawflies Tenthredinidae Hemichroa australis a sawfly  1 

sawflies Tenthredinidae Monophadnus pallescens a sawfly  1 

sawflies Tenthredinidae Poodolerus aeneus a sawfly  1 

sawflies Tenthredinidae Strongylogaster lineata a sawfly  1 

true bugs Cicadellidae Acericerus heydenii a leafhopper  1 

true bugs Miridae Atractotomus parvulus   1 

true bugs Miridae Blepharidopterus angulatus Black-Kneed Apple 
Capsid 

 1 

true bugs Miridae Compsidolon salicellum   1 

true bugs Coreidae Coreus marginatus   1 

true bugs Lygaeidae Cymus melanocephalus   1 

true bugs Cicadellidae Deltocephalus pulicaris a leafhopper  1 

true bugs Miridae Dicyphus pallicornis a true bug  1 

true bugs Gerridae Gerris gibbifer   1 

true bugs Miridae Grypocoris stysi a true bug  1 

true bugs Miridae Heterotoma planicornis a true bug  1 

true bugs Nabidae Himacerus mirmicoides Ant Damsel Bug  1 

true bugs Delphacidae Javesella pellucida a leafhopper  1 

true bugs Miridae Leptopterna dolabrata   1 

true bugs Miridae Macrotylus solitarius   1 

true bugs Berytidae Metatropis rufescens   1 

true bugs Nabidae Nabis rugosus   1 

true bugs Nepidae Nepa cinerea   1 

true bugs Miridae Orthotylus flavosparsus   1 

true bugs Pentatomidae Palomena prasina Green Shieldbug  1 

true bugs Miridae Pantilius tunicatus a true bug  1 

true bugs Corixidae Paracorixa concinna a water bug  1 

true bugs Miridae Phytocoris tiliae   1 

true bugs Miridae Phytocoris ulmi   1 

true bugs Miridae Pinalitus cervinus a true bug  1 

true bugs Miridae Plagiognathus arbustorum   1 

true bugs Miridae Polymerus unifasciatus a true bug  1 

true bugs Miridae Pseudoloxops coccineus   1 

true bugs Lygaeidae Scolopostethus affinis   1 

true bugs Lygaeidae Scolopostethus grandis   1 

true bugs Corixidae Sigara distincta a water bug  1 

true bugs Lygaeidae Stygnocoris sabulosus   1 

true bugs Cicadellidae Thamnotettix dilutior   1 

true bugs Miridae Trigonotylus caelestialium   1 
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Comparison with a species list from light-trapping in Norfolk 
 
I’m grateful to Andy Musgrove for sharing his list of non-moth insects from light trapping in his garden in 
Shotesham, Norfolk. His list contains 192 species from five years of recording. Of these, 67 (35%) are 
species that I’ve never recorded at light. While this isn’t a scientific comparison, and some differences will 
be explained by our different taxonomic interests, it does clearly demonstrate that there can be big 
differences in species coming to light traps in different parts of the country. The total list of UK species that 
could potentially be found in light-traps must be very long indeed! 
 
Below are all the species that are in the top 20 of those recorded either by Andy or by me. Although some 
species are frequently recorded by both of us there are also some big differences, e.g. the beetle 
Pseudocistela ceramboides is 11th on Andy’s list but I’ve never found it in a light-trap.  
 

Group Pantheon Family Taxon English name Rank in 
Harvey list 

Rank in 
Musgrove list 

beetles Silphidae Nicrophorus humator Black Sexton Beetle 4 1 

beetles Melolonthidae Melolontha melolontha Common Cockchafer 2 2 

beetles Aphodiidae Aphodius rufipes a dung beetle 1 3 

beetles Silphidae Nicrophorus investigator a sexton beetle 26 4 

ants, bees, 
wasps 

Vespidae Vespa crabro The Hornet 18 5 

beetles Coccinellidae Harmonia axyridis Harlequin Ladybird 38 6 

caddisflies Limnephilidae Limnephilus lunatus a caddisfly 27 7 

true bugs Pentatomidae Pentatoma rufipes Forest Shieldbug 12 8 

ants, bees, 
wasps 

Vespidae Vespula vulgaris Common Wasp 23 9 

caddisflies Limnephilidae Halesus radiatus a caddisfly 113 10 

beetles Tenebrionidae Pseudocistela 
ceramboides 

a beetle not recorded 11 

beetles Melolonthidae Amphimallon solstitiale Summer Chafer 48 12 

beetles Dytiscidae Ilybius fuliginosus a water beetle 62 13 

ants, bees, 
wasps 

Apidae Apis mellifera Honeybee not recorded 14 

true bugs Acanthosomatidae Elasmostethus 
interstinctus 

Birch Shieldbug 9 15 

flies Tipulidae Tipula paludosa a cranefly 11 16 

caddisflies Limnephilidae Limnephilus auricula a caddisfly 44 17 

ants, bees, 
wasps 

Ichneumonidae Ophion obscuratus a parasitic wasp 64 18 

beetles Tenebrionidae Lagria hirta a beetle 32 19 

lacewings Hemerobiidae Micromus variegatus a lacewing 147 20 

lacewings Chrysopidae Chrysoperla carnea agg. a lacewing 8 41 

beetles Coccinellidae Halyzia sedecimguttata Orange Ladybird 3 43 

caddisflies Leptoceridae Mystacides longicornis a caddisfly 7 46 

flies Limoniidae Rhipidia maculata a cranefly 5 51 

earwigs Forficulidae Forficula auricularia Common Earwig 14 121 

beetles Silphidae Necrodes littoralis Shore Sexton Beetle 16 154 

flies Tipulidae Nephrotoma flavescens a cranefly 20 156 

flies Scathophagidae Scathophaga stercoraria Yellow Dung-fly 6 173 

flies Anisopodidae Sylvicola punctatus a window gnat 13 180 

beetles Cantharidae Rhagonycha fulva Common Red Soldier-
beetle 

10 not recorded 

beetles Elateridae Melanotus 
castanipes/villosus 

a click beetle 15 not recorded 

flies Tipulidae Nephrotoma 
appendiculata 

a cranefly 17 not recorded 

mayflies Ephemeridae Ephemera lineata a mayfly 19 not recorded 

 


